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Soirée at the Palace, The Queen’s Gallery, December 2019

It’s been twelve months since our last supporters’ update – and what
a year – however there is lots of Art History Link-Up news to report,
and we’re delighted to share that our courses and students continue
from strength to strength.
Our free Art History A level and EPQ courses for state
supported students migrated online in March, when the National
Gallery and Wallace Collection closed as a result of the pandemic,
and have continued with great success. We had excellent student
retention and extraordinary support from the sector, with
visitors for virtual ‘Gallery Time’ – in place of the teaching time
in the galleries – including Dr Xavier Bray, Director, The Wallace
Collection, and Dr Caroline Campbell, Director of Collections
and Research, The National Gallery, among many other generous
colleagues, who are listed overleaf.
As a result of this support and success we are offering entirely
online courses from September. We hope to pivot to a hybrid
model - government health and gallery regulations allowing - with
some students based in the galleries, as in previous years, and
others remaining entirely online, although we hope with visits to
London galleries on occasion, pandemic permitting. This will allow
us to extend our geographical reach and the number of students
we are able to offer our opportunities to.
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Several of our students have been directly affected by the pandemic, and as a result are unable or unwilling to
travel, and so this online format will support existing students as well as new ones. We’ve strong levels of interest
and applications already in our 2020-21 courses. As ever, our focus will continue to be on students who are
BAME and / or with Widening Participation indicators.
Over 100 students from over 50 state supported schools in and around London have studied art history with Art
History Link-Up and we look forward to building on this achievement.We’re very proud of all our students,
however especially thrilled that all seven who applied to Oxbridge this year were awarded places.
We are so grateful to James Allen’s Girls’ School and our exam officer colleagues for ensuring that all our exam
candidates were awarded our Centre Assessed Art History A level and EPQ Grades and met their university
offers. We are delighted that many students are continuing for another year of study with us and will take the A
level Art History exams following two years with AHLU.
All our students are given the opportunity to take an Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) with us and these
continue to be extraordinarily inventive in range and outcomes, including research on Albanian Socialist Realism,
Charles Saatchi’s influence on Brit Art and whether all art should be nationalised. We
. are hugely grateful to the
generous volunteer mentors who support our students through this process, listed overleaf,from across the
sectors, and for being so understanding of the particular challenges our students faced as a result of the pandemic.
The support from our volunteer EPQ mentors is of incalculable value to our students and could not be more
appreciated.
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Above all, we are so grateful to our supporters, who allow us to continue our work, especially our core funders,
the Rothschild Foundation and James Allen’s Girls’ School, and our host galleries, the National Gallery and
the Wallace Collection. We receive generous support from a wide range of bodies and organisations, detailed
overleaf. We have also recently launched a Supporters and Patrons Scheme for private individuals. Please visit the
supporters area of our website to find out more, and email supporters@arthistorylinkup.org to find out ways in
which you can become involved.
Like everyone, we are unsure what the next year will bring, however we have every confidence in our online /
hybrid offer, our outstanding teaching team, and above all our extraordinary students who have demonstrated such
resilience, commitment and determination in continuing their studies throughout the pandemic. We could not be
more proud of our students and greatly look forward to seeing where art history and life takes them. We believe
that art history has the potential to transform our students – they tell us so themselves – and in turn, we believe
they have the potential to transform the sector.

Hear what some of our students have to say about their time

“

with Art History Link-Up:

I wanted to let you know that I got
my grades and I got A*A*A, with
A* in Art History. I also got into
Cambridge so I’m very happy! I
just wanted to thank you all for
being the most amazing teachers
and mentors. Doing this A Level
has been such a joy these last two
years and I’m so thankful to have
joined AHLU.Wouldn’t change it for
the world.Thank you again!!!

I wanted to say a massive
thank you for all the help, and
opportunities you have provided
me with. I am so happy to say
I got into my firm university to
study History of Art!! I would not
have been able to achieve an
A* in both EPQ and Art History
without the amazing support you
all have given me and I will be
forever thankful for it.

I just wanted to say thank you so
much for Art History Link-Up, it has
been by far the highlight of the past
two years and infinitely valuable.
Largely thanks to the course and
your help I’m going to St. Andrews
to study Art History this September!
I’ll never forget all the amazing
opportunities I’ve had and hope to
stay in contact with AHLU :)

”

“
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Phoebe:
Art History Link-Up has not only provided me with
extremely interesting lessons but countless opportunities
I would not have access to without the course.The
Courtauld Summer University, work experience with
Chocolate Films and the V&A, and putting together a
tour with the Wallace Collection’s Teen Tour programme,
were all only presented to me only via the course.These
experiences were crucial when writing my personal
statement for university in addition to allowing me to
explore different career options within the cultural sector.
I’m now aspiring for a career in arts education, aiming
to help make Art History more accessible (much like the
work AHLU carries out!).

Feedback from some of
AHLU’s Class of 2020:
Avesta:
Art History’s greatest impact on my life was its influence
in my degree choice. From the first lesson, my passion and
love for art was unearthed and brought to life, since it
was suppressed during secondary school.The lessons and
gallery time we would have viewing art in person affirmed
that I wanted to study a subject with a focus on the arts
and culture. In particular, I found the lessons on Ancient
Greek and Roman art particularly fascinating. Our trips to
the British Museum to see Elgin’s marbles and the Roman
sculptures caught my interest, and learning about how they
were created and their history was perhaps the trigger to
me considering Classics as a degree. I can safely say that
if it wasn’t for Art History, I would never had even thought
of studying Classics. I now hold an offer to study Classics
at Cambridge University this October and I couldn’t thank
AHLU enough for nurturing this path of mine.

Ore:
AHLU provided me with some of the most amazing
opportunities I never would have expected to have had
signing up to the course. I was able to discuss a painting
in the Colnaghi Gallery in London with viewers and fellow
art lovers, analysing the painting with them, and discussing
the wider implications behind the work. I was given
such a unique platform on which to share my views and
articulate the research I have been doing for the past year,
as well as being able to speak about art and challenge
any preconceptions of it. In fact, I felt the experience was
so valuable that I mentioned in my personal statement
when applying to the University of Oxford - an experience
I am certain many other applicants could not boast of.To
top it off, the soirées at Buckingham Palace were a real
treat, to be able to speak to academics such as Prof. Craig
Clunas and hear from members of the art world such as
the Director of the National Portrait Gallery Dr Nicholas
Cullinan was so inspiring and gave me a genuine insight
into the mechanisms of the art world today. I want to thank
AHLU dearly for such a wonderful and eye-opening two
years in the Wallace Collection and the National Gallery.You
have instilled a love of art in me that I will cherish forever.

Anjalina:
With both incredible teachers and easy access to online
resources, Art History Link-Up supported me in achieving
the highest grades possible.. Even during a global pandemic,
the charity was able to successfully move resources and
lessons online, whilst still being as exciting as in the gallery.
Learning with a group of passionate individuals has inspired
me to continue my art history journey to an undergraduate
level, and galleries have now become my home…Art
History Link-Up has created a network for me to turn to in
the future… I will be forever thankful for this opportunity:
it has been the highlight of my college experience, and has
made so many unforgettable memories.

”

“
“
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Maddy:
It is a loss that we could not sit the A Level as a
result of the pandemic, although I believe the
knowledge and experience we have gained
stretches much further than exams. I’m so
excited to see the futures of everyone involved in
Art History Link-Up and how the passion for art
will always be ingrained in us. I cannot thank you
enough for the effort put in and the amount of
opportunities that come out for us! I know we
will all stay in contact and work together to
make Art History available to everyone.

Rayyan:
My experience with Art History Link-Up was spellbinding
and eye-opening. My time doing the A level course taught
me so much more than just History of Art. It taught me
valuable transferable skills to use in my subjects at school.
The essay writing skills gained helped immensely with my
History A level and allowed me to boost my grades from
a B to an A... Furthermore, AHLU enabled me to meet
so many incredible people, specifically the bright, unique
students that went through the course with me. I know that
they will be my friends for life, and I am so grateful that Art
History Link-Up was able to link me with them!

From some of our first year students:
My Art History EPQ has pushed
me to think more deeply and
critically. It has been an invaluable
opportunity to improve my
research, analysis and essay writing
skills in preparation for university.
The EPQ has been particularly
great as it has been a channel in
which I can focus my passion for
Art History into one area of interest
and learn so much.

It made me more self-aware and
opened up access to individuals and
opportunities that otherwise I
would never have known about.The
help received by mentors provided
is attentive, encouraging and
understanding – this would never
have been offered to me without
AHLU.

Art History A Level is by far
my favourite subject. It is really
great to learn in such depth
about specific case studies. It
is definitely by far the most
engaging and overall enjoyable A
Level and even fun to revise!

”

I will take away the ability to look
at art and really see it. Sometimes
in a gallery I look at a painting
for thirty seconds and then move
on, but now I feel like I have an
increased capability to stand for a
much longer time and see much
more.

My mentor is a really
experienced individual who
continually assesses and provides
feedback for my work, which is
a really effective way of pushing
one to not only complete, but
really commit to the EPQ.The
EPQ course provided me with
academic tools, which I had
never even heard of before!

”

“
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Previously I thought that Art History was inaccessible for me, as I don’t live in an area
where the subject is taught. However, now I am so much more comfortable talking with
other people about art now and it has become my favourite subject. I now see Art
History as accessible and want to in the future educate more people who don’t have
access to the su ect as I think being able to visually analyse is such an important skill.

I think being able to learn in front
of the art works has been amazing
as I have been able to fully engage
in this environment. Looking at
artworks beyond the Western
tradition made me feel the most
as a POC, it was really nice to see
works of art being celebrated from
different cultures.

It was super beneficial to my
overall studies as it helped me
to consistently write in an essay
style, which aided History A level
especially. Meeting people who
were passionate about art was
also incredible and was positive
to my life as AHLU became a
safe space for me.

AHLU has honestly just been life changing
and it has presented sooo many amazing
opportunities for me. After this year I can’t
think of any other subject I’d rather do as
Art History is now my absolute passion! I
think AHLU is just the best initiative and this
year has not only made me love the subject
even more but also shown so many different
aspirational jobs and opportunities available
in the art world that I didn’t even know
existed. It has really ignited a drive in me to
continue with Art History in the future: the
experience has really been invaluable to me.

Although I always had an interest in
the arts this course has encouraged
me to see myself in the art world and
that my voice is worthy.

Art History Link-Up at Colnaghi, July 2019
hoto raphs

lo roo s

The main thing I will take away
is that anyone, no matter their
background can partake in and
do Art History.

”
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Volunteer Visiting Lecturers
Dr Xavier Bray, Director, The Wallace Collection
Dr Caroline Campbell, Director of Collections and Research, The National Gallery
Dr Lucy Chiswell, The Dorset Curatorial Fellow, The National Gallery
Professor Craig Clunas, Professor Emeritus of the History of Art, The University of Oxford
Dr Carlo Corsato, Lecturer, Morley College
Dr Thomas Dalla Costa, Harry M. Weinrebe Curatorial Fellow, The National Gallery
Dr Lucy Davis, Curator of Flemish and British Paintings, Miniatures and Works on Paper, The Wallace Collection
Dr Joost Joustra, The Howard and Roberta Ahmanson Fellow in Art and Religion, The National Gallery
Isabelle Kent, Lecturer, The Wallace Collection,Victoria and Albert Museum, The Art Fund
Dr Thomas Marks, Editor, Apollo Magazine
Natalia Muñoz-Rojas, Enriqueta Harris Frankfort Curatorial Assistant of Paintings, The Wallace Collection
Dr John Taylor, Chief Examiner of the Edexcel Project Qualification
Dr Imogen Tedbury, Simon Sainsbury Curatorial Fellow, The National Gallery
Felix Zorzo, Curatorial Assistant, The Wallace Collection

Volunteer Extended Project Qualification Supervisors
Kate Butler, Head of History of Art, Glenalmond College
Dr Alixe Bovey, Head of Research, The Courtauld Institute
Imogen Cornwall Jones, Head of Art History, Queen’s Gate School
Ella Davison, Head of Art History, Dulwich College
Olivia Dobell, History of Art Teacher, Putney High School
Lara Frentrop, Associate Lecturer, The Courtauld Institute
Chantal Gilou, Head of EPQ and Art Teacher, James Allen’s Girls’ School
Ludo Heathcoat Amory, History of Art Undergraduate, University of Cambridge
Sally-Anne Huang, Headmistress, James Allen’s Girls’ School
Dr Judith Jammers, Head of Art History, Highgate School
Susannah Kingwell, PhD Candidate, The Courtauld Insitute
Angela Inglese, Assistant Principal, Art History and Art Teacher, St Dominic’s Catholic College
Clare MacDonnell, Director of Extra Curricular Activities, History of Art and Art Teacher, Francis Holland School, Clarence Gate
Dr Thomas Marx, Editor, Apollo Magazine
Andrew Mee, Head of Art History and English Teacher, University College School
Joanna Meeson, Teacher in Charge: History of Art and EPQ Coordinator, Heathfield School
Isobel Muir, Assistant to the Surveyor of the Queen’s Pictures, The Royal Collection
Dr An Pancaldi, History Teacher, London Academy of Excellence
Tom Parsons, History of Art and English Teacher, St Mary’s School Ascot
Dr Harriette Peel
Rosie Razzall, Curator of Prints and Drawings, Royal Collection
Dr Cleo Roberts, Writer and Academic
Carolyn Saunders, Classics Teacher, Sydenham High School
Gabrielle Schwarz, Web Editor, Apollo Magazine
Dr Joe Spence, Master, Dulwich College
Livia Turnbull, Assistant Curator,Victoria & Albert Museum
Robert Wallace, Assistant Head, James Allen’s Girls’ School
Dr Penny Wickson, Head of History of Art, St Mary’s Calne
Jane Williams, History of Art Teacher, Wynchwood School

www.arthistorylinkup.org
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Donors

Partners

Michael and Janet Aidin
The Adrian Swire Charitable Trust
Apollo Magazine
The Art Fund
The Arts Society
The Hon M L Astor’s Charitable Trust
Polly Astor
The Band Trust
Professor Craig Clunas
Trisha Dale
The Duke of Devonshire’s Charitable Trust
Tom Faulkner
The Fore’s RAFT Fund
The Foyle Foundation
The Garfield Weston Foundation
The Golden Bottle Trust
The Alan and Karen Grieve Charitable Trust
The Hedley Foundation
James Allen’s Girls’ School
The Jerwood Foundation
Colm and Ella Kelleher
The Patricia Baines Trust
The Julia and Hans Rausing Trust
Regent’s Park Decorative and Fine Arts Society
The Hon. Hannah Rothschild CBE
The Rothschild Foundation
Scala Arts and Heritage Publishers
The Swire Charitable Trust
Lady Harriot Tennant
Willem Voorvaart
The Worshipful Company of Arts Scholars
The Worshipful Company of Grocers’
The Worshipful Company of Weavers
And others who prefer to remain anonymous

Art & Culture Travel
Art UK
Atelier Works
Bloomsbury Publishing
Boisdale Restaurants and Bars
Chocolate Films
Christie’s
Colnaghi Foundation
Datadial Web Design
Vicky Faulkner Design
Golden Squared Consulting
Dr Bendor Grosvenor
James Allen’s Girls’ School
The Lord Mayor of London’s Cultural Scholarship
Scheme
The National Gallery
Matthew Rice
The Royal Collection
Scala Arts and Heritage Publishers
Dr John Taylor
The Victoria & Albert Museum
The Wallace Collection
The Worshipful Company of Management
Consultants

Patrons
Four Corners Books
Ella Kelleher
Crispin Odey
Karen Smith

Supporters
Susan Adams
Anna and James Freedman
Sophie Lachowsky
Reine Ullmann Okuliar

Email:

Art History for Everyone:
Participating Schools
Acland Burghley School
Ark Globe Academy
Ashmole Academy
Aylesbury High School
Bay House School
Bexhill College
BHASVIC, Brighton & Hove
Big Creative Academy
The Brit School
Christ the King Sixth Form College
The City of London Academy
City of Westminster College
The Cardinal Wiseman Sixth Form
Dame Alice Owen’s School

info@arthistorylinkup.org
@arthistlinkup
@arthistorylinkup

Eastbury Community School
Esher College
Fashion Retail Academy
The Fitzwimarc School, Essex
The Grey Coat Hospital
The Global Academy
Haberdashers’ Aske’s Hatcham College
Hackney Community College
Hampstead School
Harris Academy St John’s Wood
The Henrietta Barnett School
Jewish Free School (JFS)
Kingsdale Foundation School
Kingston College
The Latymer School
Leyton Sixth Form College
London Academy of Excellence, Stratford
The Maria Fidelis FCJ Catholic School
Mossbourne Community Academy
Oak Park School
Overton Grange School
Pimlico Academy
Prendergast School
Queen Eiizabeth Girls’ School
Riddlesdown Collegiate
School 21, Stratford
St Bede’s School
St Francis Xavier Sixth Form College
St George’s School, Harpendon
St James’ Catholic High School
St Mary Magdalene Academy
St Marylebone CE School
St Michael’s Catholic College
St Saviour’s and St Olave’s School
Sharnbrook Academy, Bedfordshire
South Essex College
Swakeleys Schools for Girls
Tiffin School
The Tiffin Girls’ School
Three Rivers Academy
Varndean College, Brighton
Wanstead High School
Weald of Kent Grammar School
Westminster Kingsway College
Woodhouse College

Contact:
Art History Link-Up
The Old Rectory, Wiggonholt , West Sussex. RH20 2EL

www.arthistorylinkup.org

